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RAISING A FAMILY 
''OUT OF TOWN'' 

Demystifying the Challenges, 
Pitfalls and Rewards 

GOALS FOR OUR CffiLDREN 

P erhaps the greatest anxiety 
facing those considering a fu
ture as a rabbi or educator in 

a city lacking a strong Torah obser
vant community is pondering the 
effect of that environment on their 
children. Besides the obvious prob
lems of transmitting Torah values in 
an alien culture. the more complex 
uncertainty is the long-term effect 
on the child"s educational develop
ment. 

Though my family has chosen the 
option of frontier life, this article is 
In no way a sales pitch. To para
phrase the Mesillas Yesharim, one 
must have made It through a maze 
in order to guide others within it. 
These words are rather an attempt 
to demystify the subject by laying 
out the diverse factors for the read
er's consideration. 

Rabbi Ze'ev Kraines studied in Ohr Somayach 
and Yeshivas Mir in Jerusalem. He is presently 
Assistant Rabbi at Brith Sholom Beth Israel Con
gregation in Charleston, South Carolina 
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I believe the educational goals of 
the yeshiva curriculum can be 
grouped Into a few major categories: 
The development of analytic skills 
( iyun), mastery of material (bekiyus), 
love ofTorah study ( cheishek), trans
mission of emuna (yira, emunas 
chachamim, etc.) and personal dev
elopment (midas). 

Undeniably, the child educated in 
even the finest Hebrew Day School 

will lag behind his yeshiva counter
part in bekiyus and in those ana
lytic skills peculiar to Torah study. 
The most glaring difference between 
the two systems is the amount of 
time devoted to secular studies. The 
day school must project an image of 
excellence in secular disciplines to 
gain the support of even the Ortho
dox parents it serves, whereas the 
yeshiva is free to grant secular stu-

CAMP YEDID 
For religious boys ages 9-14 

Summer overnight camp in the Baltimore area 

Beautiful 40 acre site-Ball Fields-Olympic Swimming Pool 
Daily Torah studies program with experienced rebbeyim 

Glatt Kosher-Cholov Yisroel 
For detailed brochure on program and staff: 

Call 301·358-1317 or write: 
CAMP YEDID, 3810 Menlo Drive, Baltimore, MD 21215 
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dies the secondruystatus It deserves. that he owes a major share of his 
abilily to dramatize the subtleties of 
M!drash to Mrs. Magillicutly (fict.), 
his high school English teacher. 

Those same analytic skills and 
study habits, however, though devel
oped In secular modes, can be a 
strength to the yeshiva-bound child 
when he is able to begin his Torah 
studies In earnest. The truth is that 
many of our American-bred Torah 
leaders devoted a good part of their 
youth honing their skills on algebra 
before they were introduced to Rabbi 
Akiva Elger. A prominent speaker In 
yeshiva circles once confided In me 

THE FLAME THAT 
DARE NOT BE DAMPENED 

T he danger of a Hebrew Day 
School education is that it 
limits the child's aspirations 

in Torah study: cheishek Rabbi 

COMPU1'ER 
PROGRAMMING 
CLASSES WILL BEGIN 

FEBRUARY lfil 

SHOULDN'T ft 
YOU~-, 

LANGUAGES: 
• Basic 
•VS/Cobol 

Including VSAM 
• OS/JCL 
•BAL 
•With optional courses in 

CICS, DATA BASE 
Languages, and 
Interactive Cobol 

HARDWARE: 
State of the art IBM 370 
system (using IBM 3090 
and 3081KX), two 
computer labs, IBM PC 
Computers, Networking 
Telecommunications. 

REPUTATION: 
An international one with 
students coming from as far 
as Europe, South America 
and Canada to benefit from 
the COPE quality-well 
known and accepted by 
major corporations. 

• Full tuition grants available for income eligible applicants under JTPA. 
• Financial aid including grants and loans can provide full tuition assistance for 

eligible applicants. 

For Information and Enrollment Procedures Calf: 
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COPE 
INSTITUTE 

The Computer Programming Training 
Center to Business and Industry 

4419 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11204 

718-436-1700 

Moshe Feinstein ''"" among other 
leaders of our generation, has warned 
that the flame of chshek can be 
dampened by giving prominence to 
secular studies. This lowering of 
sights unquestionably harms most 
children In a Hebrew day school, 
especially those from unsupportlve 
homes. 

Experience has shown, however, 
that the children of mechanchtm 
show great cheishek when they ar
rive at the yeshiva or seminaty en
vironment. They are fueled by the 
lesson of their parent's self-sacrific
ing dedication for the spread of 
Torah. They are graced with the 
blessings of our gedoltm who con
sistently encourage appropriate tal
midtm and their families to teach in 
the less-than-supportive communi
ties. 

It is this special cheishek and 
idealism that, I believe, more than 
compensates for the belated techni
cal development of these children. 
Have we not learned through the 
accelerated progress of the dedicated 
ba 'al teshuva that the mature mind 
is capable of mastering great 
amounts of material In a few short 
years? Similarly, the halls of all con
ventional yeshivas and kolleltm are 
filled with legions of students who 
did not begin learning seriously until 
after Bar Mitzva. 

To be sure, in today's climate of 
intensified early study. a child should 
notdelayhisyeshivayearsaslongas 
he may have in a previous genera
tion. One seasoned Torah educator 
recently told me that, although he 
himself was sent off at thirteen, he 
has found It necessruy to allow his 
own children to leave home as early 
as eleven. It Is because of these agon
izing personal decisions that many 
families return from the front lines 
when their children come of age. 

KINDLING THE SPIRIT 

B eyond these considerations 
there are intangibles that will 
ultimately determine who will 

gain the crown of Torah. While for 
many, the intensive cheder back
ground will blossom in the yeshiva 
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environment, others who pass 
through the same process may lose 
steam. The homogeneous environ
ment has afforded him no sense of 
urgency. Rav Meir SimchaHakohein 
has noted in his oft-quoted com
mentary on Parshas Bechukosai 
(Meshech Chochma) that the chil
dren and grandchildren of Torah 
pioneers often sense that the goals 
of their ancestors have ail been 
achieved and that their challenge 
lies only in the secular arena. 

The child of the mechanech. on 
the other hand, comes early to a 
sense of self. in sharp contrast to his 
surroundings. The Torah and mitz
vos stand out as "the quality oflight 
is perceived from the darkness" 
(Kohelles). His parents' uniqueness 
in the community is a vivid lesson in 
the elevation of self. acquired 
through study. As he overcomes the 
childhood struggles of being differ
ent. he kindles that spirit which will 
drive him to prominence in the 
yeshiva world. 

Frankly. there may even be some 
advantages in the unpressured small 
towns of America as an environment 
for midos education. Ironically, our 
Torah communities have flourished 
in the harsh spiritual climates of 
Northeastern cities. The pages of 
this magazine often deciy the en
croachment of crass materialism and 
urban coldness onto our society. 
Though there are corruptive influ
ences in all contemporary society, 
the openness, discipline, and the 
genuine warmth of the surrounding 
culture in small-town America can 
nurture the Torah values fostered in 
the home. 

The strength of the home is, of 
course, the crucial element. Any 
cracks in the Yiddishkeit of either 
parent will become schisms. without 
the aid of other role models and the 
social restraint of ajrum commun
ity. The function of the parents as 
role models magnifies when there 
are few others in the community 
with whom their child should iden
tify. On the other hand, the more 
subtle and perhaps more difficult 
challenge of setting a higher stand
ard within a flawedjrum society are 
absent. 
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One other consolation. A trip to 
the outer limits of Jewish America is 
not as far as it was before the ad
vancement of Torah media. One can 
fill one's home with Dov Dov stories 
and Uncle Moishy tapes in Charles
ton as well as in Lakewood. Summer 
visits to Torah communities are also 

an extremely important wayofkeep
ing children in touch with their true 
society. 

Certainly the challenges of life 
away from a Torah community are 
for an appropriate few. It is the hope 
of the author that this article will 
inspire a few to become appropriate. 

is pleased to announce the establishment of a 

Branch in Flatbush 
as of Elul 5748-September 1988 

under the direction of 

Rabbi Dovid Harris Rabbi Zvi Turk 

Rabbi Yehuda Jacobson 

The Yeshiva will initiate programs for the 
highly motivated talmid, on the 

ELEMENTARY, MESMA, and BAIS MBDRASH Levels 

fill] 1 1:h~ ELElllEl'ITARY 
diVISIOD offers: 

• experienced and devoted 
Rebbeim and staff 

• an extensive Limudei Kodesh 
program that develops Yedios 

and learning skills 
• special emphasis on DERECH 
ERETZ and MIDDOS development 
• excellent secular studies 
department 

(Applications forldndergalfen, l're· lA, 
1st grade are now being accepted.) 

• 1:h.e lllllSWfA 
division offers: 

• intensive learning with 
shiurim in lyun & Bekiyus 

• special emphasis on MUSSAR 
andMIDDOS 

• close Rebbe/Talmid 
relationship 
• rigorous secular studies 
program 

(Applications for ninth grade are 
now being accepted.) 

For application and further information contact: 

Rabbi Yehuda Jacobson Rabbi Dovid Harris 
ELEMENTARY DMSION 

718-263-1445 day 
718-805-1058 evening 

MESIVfA DMSION 

718-263-1445 day 
718-847-7919/846-2890 evening 
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